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• 100,000 addiction professionals

• 14,000 members and affiliates in 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico  the Pacific 
Jurisdiction, and internationally, having 
representation in Hong Kong, Iceland,  Egypt, South 
Korea, and in the Colombo Plan which covers 64 
countries

• Over 85,000 members, certificants, and 
constituents who receive some type of service from 
NAADAC

• Trained over 200,000 addiction, mental health, and 
other helping professionals 

WHO WE ARE

PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY

A professional identity is the image a person has based on the way he/she 
performs a job in their field.

A distinct professional identity can be instrumental in building a 
successful career. 

Building a professional identity often involves a mix of education, 
professional training, and personality.

HISTORY

NAADAC has been the 
leader in recognizing, 
advocating for and 
advancing the discipline 
of addiction disorders in 
prevention, 
intervention, treatment 
and recovery support 
and harm reduction,  as 
critical to the health of 
individuals, families and 
communities.   



NAADAC's current 
name - NAADAC, the 
Association for 
Addiction 
Professionals - was 
adopted in 2001 and 
reflects the increasing 
variety of addiction 
services professionals.
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Creating Identity & Community for Addiction Professionals

• Almost 14,000 members (professionals, 
associates, students, peers, retired)

• Affiliates in 50 states, territories, and the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Pacific 
Jurisdiction

• Addiction-specific publications (83,000+ 
subscribers)

• Advances in Addiction & Recovery Special 
Issues - digital magazine

• Addiction & Recovery eNews bi-weekly 
eNewsletter

• Professional eUpdate weekly eNewsletter

• Higher Logic Online Community for networking, 
connection, and discussion (members only)

• Social media presence through Twitter (4,600+ 
Followers, 45,000+ monthly impressions), 
Facebook (12,400+ Followers, 37,000+ monthly 
impressions), and LinkedIn (27,700+ Followers, 
56,000+ monthly impressions), 

• Vibrant website (www.naadac.org), with over 
220,000 monthly visits

• Building global workforce with international 
training & credentialing in over 60 countries

Delivering Quality Education & Training

• Free NAADAC webinars

• Specialty Online Training Series

• Independent Study Courses

• Manuals & training materials

• In-person & virtual trainings

• In-person & virtual conferences

• 360+ hours of CEs

• Certificate Programs

• U.S. DOT Substance Abuse Professional 
(SAP) Qualification training

• Telehealth & telehealth ethics trainings

• Relational Trauma Repair Sociometrics
Certificate Program – New in 2023!



DELIVERING QUALITY EDUCATION & TRAINING 
THROUGH SPECIALTY WEBINAR SERIES

• Advancing Awareness in LGBTQ Care

• La Practica de la Supervision Clinical en Espanol

• Engagement in the Black Community: A Virtual NAADAC Summit

• Ethics Webinars

• Peer Recovery Support Supervision Series

• HIV/Bloodborne Pathogen Series

• Recovery to Practice Series (Funded by SAMHSA)

INDEPENDENT STUDY COURSES & MANUALS

• The Basics of Addiction Counseling Desk Reference
• Module I: Pharmacology of Psychoactive Substance Use, 

Disorders
• Module II: Addiction Counseling Theories, Practices and 

Skills
• Module III: Ethical and Professional Issues in Addiction 

Counseling

• Clinical Supervision: An Overview of Functions, Processes, 
and Methodology

• Integration Treatment for Co-Occurring Disorders: An 
Introduction to What Every Addiction Counselor Needs to 
Know

INDEPENDENT STUDY COURSES & MANUALS

• New Horizons: Integrating Motivational Styles, 
Strategies, and Skills with Pharmacotherapy

• The Addiction Professional’s Guide to Screening, 
Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT)

• The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Substance 
Abuse Professional Qualification Course

• Conflict Resolution for Recovery Training Kit

• Minority Fellowship Program for 
Addiction Counselors 

• William White Scholarship Opportunity for 
graduate students

• Student recruitment through network of 
colleges & university accredited through 
National Addiction Studies Accreditation 
Commission (NASAC)

• National Peer Specialist Program

• Prison trainings & testing
• Educating  the workforce on evidenced 

based practices for treating co-occurring 
disorders

Recruitment & Workforce Development Initiatives



• Promoting the addiction workforce for 50 
years through NAADAC’s government 
relations department

• Partner with Wheat Shroyer Government 
Relations (GR), top health-care lobbying 
firm

• Hosting and/or participating in state and 
national advocacy and public policy 
conferences for 35+ years – Check out 
Advocacy in Action & Hill Day March 8-9, 
2023

• Writing authoritative position papers

• Working to build awareness and 
education through state affiliates on 
important national advocacy issues

• Advocacy Blog & magazine articles

• Partner with national, regional, state 
prevention, treatment, and recovery 
associations and organizations

Advancements through Advocacy

• Parity – treatment & salary

• National credentialing

• Medicaid & Medicare reimbursements

• Loan forgiveness/Tuition Support

• Workforce & infrastructure support, including increased funding for SAPT Black 
Grant, SOAR Grants

• Increased funding for professional development & addiction-specific training

Advancements through Advocacy

Legislative Priorities

• National standardized Code of Ethics and Code of Ethics for 
Peers

• Major developer of national scopes of practice and national 
career ladder

• National credentialing through the National Certification 
Commission for Addiction Professionals (NCC AP) 

• Standardizing national training providers through 
NAADAC’s Approved Education Provider Program

• Creating academic Addiction Studies educational 
curriculums and standards through National Addiction 
Studies Accreditation Commission (NASAC)

Setting Standards for the Profession

NAADAC/NCC AP Code of Ethics

• Principle I: The Counseling Relationship

• Principle II: Confidentiality and Privileged Communication

• Principle III: Professional Responsibilities and Workplace 
Standards

• Principle IV: Working in A Culturally-Diverse World

• Principle V: Assessment, Evaluation and Interpretation 

• Principle VI: E-Therapy, E-Supervision and Social Media

• Principle VII: Supervision and Consultation

• Principle VIII: Resolving Ethical Concerns

• Principle IX: Publication and Communications

Setting Standards for the ProfessionSetting Standards for the Profession



SETTING STANDARDS FOR THE PROFESSION

SAMHSA-NAADAC 
Education & National 
Career Ladder

NCC AP Credentials 
track the various steps 
on the career ladder

SETTING STANDARDS FOR THE PROFESSION

SAMHSA-NAADAC 
Education & 
National Career 
Ladder

NCC AP Credentials 
track the various 
steps on the career 
ladder

National Certification Commission for Addiction 
Professionals (NCC AP):

• Develops and keeps current national standards of 
requisite knowledge in substance use disorder 
counseling;

• Provides evaluation mechanisms for measuring and 
monitoring the level of knowledge required for 
national credentialing;

• Provides formal recognition to those individuals who 
meet the national standards; and

• Establishes appropriate policies for acquiring and 
maintaining the national credentials.

National Credentialing

National Certified Addiction Counselor Level I 

National Certified Addiction Counselor Level II 

Master Addiction Counselor

Nicotine Dependence SpecialistNational Certified Peer Recovery 
Support Specialist

National Certified Adolescent 
Addictions Counselor 

National Clinical Supervision 
Endorsement

National Credentialing

NCC AP currently offers seven national credentials.

National Credentialing



National Certified Addiction Counselor 
Associate Level  

National Credentialing

NCC AP currently offers four 
international credentials through the 
Global Centre for Credentialing and 
Certification.

GCCC provides experience verification 
and appropriate exams to ensure that 
governments and other employers are 
hiring and utilizing the most qualified 
professionals to improve the likelihood of 
positive outcomes for individuals, 
families, and communities.

International Credentialing

ICAP I
ICAP II
ICAPIII
ICAPIV

QUESTIONS?


