
UK RECOVERY WALK 2024 & 
The Right to Recovery Bill

Ensuring Access to Comprehensive 
Addiction Treatment

Aims of the 
UK Recovery 
Walk 2024

• Date: September 14th
• Location: Crystal Palace Park, London
• Time: 12 noon

Aim 1: Raise Awareness

Highlight the reality 
of addiction and 
the possibility of 
recovery.

1
Educate the public 
about the 
challenges and 
successes of those 
in recovery.

2
Break down the 
stigma and 
misconceptions 
surrounding 
addiction.

3

Aim 2: Promote Inclusivity and Support

• Create a supportive and inclusive environment for 
individuals in recovery, their families, and allies.Create

• Foster a sense of belonging and mutual support 
among participants.Foster

• Celebrate the diversity of recovery experiences and 
pathways.Celebrate



Aim 3: Drive Policy Change

• Advocate for better access to comprehensive 
addiction treatment and support services.Advocate

• Influence policy to ensure that the rights of 
individuals in recovery are protected and promoted.Influence

• Engage with policymakers to highlight the need for 
systemic changes in addiction treatment and 
recovery support.Engage

Introduction

• Overview of the Right to 
Recovery Bill

• Importance of a regulated 
treatment and rehab 
industry

• Addressing the high drug-
related deaths in Scotland

Myth 1 - Against Safe 
Consumption Rooms

• Myth: The Bill is against Safe Consumption 
Rooms (SCRs).

• Fact: The Bill is not against SCRs or any 
specific treatment. It aims to include all 
treatment options within the NHS 
(Scotland) Act.

Myth 2 - Exclusion of 
SCRs as Treatment

• Myth: SCRs might not be classed as 
treatment options.

• Fact: If SCRs are not classed as treatment in 
the future, a separate bill can address their 
inclusion without affecting the current Bill.



Myth 3 - Abstinence 
Over Harm Reduction
• Myth: The Bill promotes abstinence over 

harm reduction.
• Fact: The Bill encompasses all available 

treatment options, allowing individuals to 
choose their path to recovery.

Implementation
• Legal right to a person-centred care plan
• Right to challenge negative decisions
• Emphasis on respect and dignity for 

individuals seeking treatment

Myth 4 - Family 
Rights Exclusion

• Myth: The Bill does not include family 
rights.

• Fact: Initially included but removed due to 
scope. Future consultations may 
reintroduce these elements.

Quality, Diversity, 
and Capacity

• Addressing the lack of quality and capacity 
in Scotland's treatment system

• Ensuring equal funding for local authorities 
and NHS health boards



Power Imbalance 
and Legal Rights

• Shifting power to service users through 
legal rights

• Comparison with other sectors like 
homelessness and mental health

Equality Act 2010
• Myth: The Bill disempowers those with 

addictions.
• Fact: The Equality Act 2010 already 

excludes addiction. The Bill offers a legal 
right to treatment for anyone in need.

Right to 
Healthcare

• Ensuring a legal right to treatment for those 
with life-threatening conditions

• Advocating for equal treatment rights 
across all health sectors

Myth 5 -
Legal 

Challenges
• Myth: Legal challenges will 

drain treatment budgets.
• Fact: Legal aid and judicial 

review processes minimize 
costs and provide 
equitable legal recourse.



Decriminalisation

• Myth: The Bill includes 
drug decriminalisation.

• Fact: Decriminalisation is 
reserved to Westminster 
and is outside the Bill's 
scope.

Access to Rehab
• Ensuring timely and appropriate access to 

rehabilitation
• Establishing the right to request and receive 

needed treatment

Conclusion

• Recap of the Bill’s goals 
and benefits

• Importance of regulated 
and comprehensive 
addiction treatment 
services

• Call to action for support 
and advocacy

Contact Information

Contact details for FAVOR UK

• Website: 
Www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org

• Email: 
Annemarie@facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org

• Social Media: @FAVORUK 

• Phone : 07727-255- 808 


